332                                MOTHER     RUSSIA

Russia was fighting with her back to the Volga, and in the winter of 1943,
when she was driving the German armies from one fortified position after
another, stirred no end of mistrust, apprehension, anger. American
foreign policy in North Africa and in Spain only enhanced the troubled
thoughts and emotions.

This Russian suspicion of the post-war intention of her allies is no less
pronounced than theirs, and particularly American of her post-war aims.

These suspicions are mutual and are rooted in old hostilities. For
twenty-five years Russia has been haunted by the dread of " capitalist
encirclement " ; the capitalist countries have been provoked by the presence
in their midst of communist parties, which to them mean symbols and
agencies of world revolution, and by the challenge of Russia's destruction of
private enterprise. The unexpected demonstration of military strength by
the Red armies has fanned in these countries the fear of an awakened
Russian imperialism, while American foreign policy, especially in North
Africa and Spain, has intensified Russian misgivings of " capitalist encircle-
ment " and of a possible cordon sanitaire against her.

The plea or the argument that in view of the impending Allied victory
Russia's fears of such a move against her are groundless, if only because
with Germany in defeat and with the other European nations obliged to face
the monumental task of reconstruction none will be in a position to attack
her, carries neither meaning nor weight with Russians. They have always
appraised the world in terms of long-range possibilities. They know from
their own experience and from the experience of Germany under Hitler
that in this highly mechanised industrial age a weak nation, if it has the
resources or obtains the necessary economic support from the outside, can
quickly strengthen itself militarily. During the London Economic Con-
ference in 1933, the few German journalists who were present scoffed at
Russian fears of an impending war with Nazi Germany. Loudly they pro-
claimed that Germany was so poor and weak she could not possibly
strengthen herself for war against anybody. I was present at the conference
and remember only too well these private discussions. In the light of
present day events, the Russian long-range view of Germany was more
than justified.

Maintaining a long-range approach to the post-war world, the Russians
will not be persuaded into the assurance that their fear of a cordon sanitaire
is baseless and absurd. They point to the Spanish Civil War and to Munich,
in which Hitler and Mussolini won monumental victories, as attempts,
though unsuccessful ones, of reviving the policy of the cordon sanitaire
against them.                                                                                  """"

It would be to no purpose for us to disregard or fail to recognise the basis
of the mutual distrust out of which even in the midst of war comes the
American query : " Will we have to fight Russia ? " and the Russian query:
" Will we have to face another cordon sanitaire and go to war with the
capitalist world ? "

These queries demonstrate among other things the tendency of Russia
and America to put the worst possible construction on each other's acts
and utterances. Regrettable as this is, it can hardly be otherwise in the
light of past hostilities and newly awakened fears in both countries
'The dissolution of the Comintern is the boldest move Russii